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Getting Behind the Data: Companies are disclosing sustainability information

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 global goals determined by the United 
Nations that cover a wide range of social and economic issues to help guide member states as they 
frame their agendas and political policies.1 

Question: Are companies disclosing information on sustainability and SDGs? 
ANSWER: YES

• Using Calcbench’s Interactive Disclosure Tool, we ran text searches on keywords:  
• Corporate sustainability
• SDGs 
• Global Compact
• Corporate Social Responsibility

1. "United Nations sustainable development agenda." United Nations. http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/. 
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Mentions of sustainability were found within annual reports in proxy 
statements, business description and risk factors. Here are two examples:
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Corporate Sustainability and Corporate Social Responsibility were the top 
mentioned terms. There were <20 mentions of SDGs from 2016-2017. 
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Companies that mentioned SDG in Corporate Filings



Sustainability mentions were significantly reduced in 2017.* 
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* Information based on Q1 – Q3 2017 v FY 2016.



In summary, although companies are reporting sustainability in corporate 
filings, mentions (so far) are down in 2017. 

• While companies are disclosing corporate sustainability initiatives, few are focused on SDGs.

• To learn how text searches work using our Interactive Disclosure Tool, read How to Conduct Text 
Searches in Calcbench
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Additional reading on sustainability from Calcbench include:

• Quick Look at ‘Corporate Sustainability’
• More on Researching Sustainability

http://blog.calcbench.com/post/160776231343/how-to-conduct-text-searches-in-calcbench
http://blog.calcbench.com/post/168785699988/quick-look-at-corporate-sustainability
http://blog.calcbench.com/post/169628554078/more-on-researching-sustainability
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